
On-line Table 1: Ovid MEDLINE in-process and other nonindexed citations and Ovid MEDLINE 1946 to present
No. Searches Results Search Type
1 Spinal diseases/or intervertebral disc degeneration/or intervertebral disc displacement/or

exp spondylolysis/
34,995 Advanced

2 Low back pain/di, pa, ra, ri, us �Diagnosis, Pathology, Radiography, Radionuclide Imaging,
Ultrasonography�

3787 Advanced

3 Lumbar Vertebrae/or zygapophyseal Joint/ 38,596 Advanced
4 Osteoarthritis/or osteoarthritis, spine/ 27,988 Advanced
5 Osteoarthritis/and (3 or exp spinal diseases/) 1637 Advanced
6 Spinal diseases/di, pa, ra, ri, us or intervertebral disc degeneration/di, pa, ra, ri, us or

intervertebral disc displacement/di, pa, ra, ri, us or exp spondylolysis/di, pa, ra, ri, us
17,168 Advanced

7 Lumbar vertebrae/pa or zygapophyseal Joint/pa 6324 Advanced
8 2 or 5 or Osteoarthritis, spine/pa, ra, ri, di or 6 or 7 25,604 Advanced
9 Diagnostic imaging/or exp magnetic resonance imaging/or exp radiography/or exp

radionuclide imaging/or exp tomography/or exp ultrasonography/
1,162,485 Advanced

10 8 and 9 10,811 Advanced
11 Symptomatic*.mp. and 10 �mp � title, abstract, original title, name of substance word,

subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept word,
rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier�

546 Advanced

12 10 and Asymptomatic*.mp. �mp � title, abstract, original title, name of substance word,
subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept word,
rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier�

364 Advanced

13 12 and (Comparative study/or cross-sectional studies/or cohort studies/or
retrospective*.mp. or prospective*.mp.) �mp � title, abstract, original title, name of
substance word, subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary
concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier�

134 Advanced

14 10 and Questionnaires/ 133 Advanced
15 or/12–14 481 Advanced
16 15 and (Comparative study/or cross-sectional studies/or cohort studies/or

retrospective*.mp. or prospective*.mp. or reproducibility of results/or “sensitivity and
specificity”/)

219 Advanced

17 15 and Case-control study/ 28 Advanced
18 16 or 17 232 Advanced
19 10 and Modic.mp. �mp � title, abstract, original title, name of substance word, subject

heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept word, rare
disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier�

117 Advanced

20 18 or 19 337
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On-line Table 2: EMBASE 1988 to 2014 week 16
No. Searches Results Search Type
1 Spinal diseases/or intervertebral disc degeneration/or intervertebral disc displacement/or

exp spondylolysis/
22,247 Advanced

2 Lumbar vertebrae/or zygapophyseal Joint/ 11,470 Advanced
3 Osteoarthritis/or osteoarthritis, spine/ 48,654 Advanced
4 Osteoarthritis/and (2 or exp spinal diseases/) 2766 Advanced
5 Diagnostic imaging/or exp magnetic resonance imaging/or exp radiography/or exp

radionuclide imaging/or exp tomography/or exp ultrasonography/
1,727,168 Advanced

6 Exp spine disease/and exp degenerative disease/ 8885 Advanced
7 Low back pain/ 32,683 Advanced
8 or/1–4,6–7 108,803 Advanced
9 8 and Modic.mp. �mp � title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name,

original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword�
243 Advanced

10 5 and 8 31,092 Advanced
11 9 or 10 31,135 Advanced
12 Asymptomatic disease/or asymptomatic.mp. 124,137 Advanced
13 11 and 12 1022 Advanced
14 Comparative study/or cross-sectional study/or case-control study/or cohort*.mp. or

prospective*.mp. or retrospective*.mp. �mp � title, abstract, subject headings, heading
word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device
trade name, keyword�

196,7431 Advanced

15 13 and 14 296 Advanced
16 Limit 15 to human 278 Advanced
17 Remove duplicates from 16 276
18 (�Vertebral or spin*� adj2 �endplate or “end-plate”�).mp. �mp � title, abstract, subject

headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug
manufacturer, device trade name, keyword�

493 Advanced

19 14 and 18 115 Advanced
20 5 and 19 85
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